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Group on Scientific Research into M.E.

Chair
Dr. Ian Gibson MP

Vice-Chair
Dr. Richard Taylor MP


Secretary
Ann Cryer MP

MINUTES OF THE GROUP ON SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INTO M.E.
HELD 12:30PM – 1:00PM ON TUESDAY, 18TH JULY 2006
IN ROOM N, PORTCULLIS HOUSE, HOUSE OF COMMONS

PRESENT



Dr. Ian Gibson MP (Chair)


Ann Cryer MP (Secretary)


Rt Hon. Michael Meacher MP


David Taylor MP


Countess of Mar


Lord Turnberg


Baroness Cumberlege 
 
Apologies for absence were noted from:
 


Dr. Richard Taylor MP (Vice-Chair)


 Dr. Desmond Turner MP
 
 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Andy Burnham MP, Minister of State for 

Delivery and Quality Department of Health
The Chair, Dr Ian Gibson MP welcomed visitors to the meeting and whilst waiting for the Minister, engaged in a debate with the visitors.

Andy Burnham MP, Minister of State for Delivery and Quality Department of Health spoke and pointed out that the draft edition of NICE Guidelines were expected later this year with the final edition to be published in April of next year (2007).  In addition he assured everyone that there will be a consultation day before the final edition of the NICE Guidelines.  He also illustrated that since 1997 MRC had put in £3.1 million, Department of Health £1.7 million and a global figure of £4.8 million towards ME.  How funding would be administered in the future will depend on David Cooksey’s report on health funding.

Money into further Research
He pointed out that the MRC had published a research strategy for M.E in 2003. Funds were awarded to two complimentary trials.

The first grant was awarded to ‘PACE’ lead by Peter White, Dr Michael Sharp, Trudy Chalder on Cognitive Behaviour Therapy.  The second was awarded to ‘FINE’ fatigue Intervention by nurses evaluation, head by Alison Wearden from the University of Manchester.  Two different test treatments were reserved to patients who are too ill to attend the clinics. £4.2 million will allocated to those two trials for the future financial year.  MRC has awarded Epidemiological grants to Frances Creed from the University of Manchester. Her research is a population based study and she was awarded £118,000 for an 18 months project.  Another grant was awarded to Professor Kamaldeep Bhui from Queen Mary Westfield College.  He was awarded £151,000 for his research on Chronic Fatigue and ethnicity over the period of thirty six months.  The Minister admitted that neither of these researches are for clinical trials but stated that MRC is in charge of allocating grants not the Government.  He acknowledges the need to carry out biomedical research but it depended on people sending in good grant requests.  He agreed to provide further information on the illness and to come back to the group on the issues raised at the meeting.  He pointed out four projects only has received the bulk of the money.  He acknowledged the need to survey the GPs attitude to ME.   And a good grant request might receive fair wind

He felt with NICE guidelines to come.  There would be protection for CF/ME service centre.
A guest in the audience (Penny Bould), who is also an ME patient, pointed out that patients are unsupported in terms of specialist provision and there are no support for researches.  She mentioned how the MRC had rejected Dr John Gow’s application, whose team had discovered that DNA is involved with M.E and white blood cells.

The Minster insisted that Dr Gow has been awarded grants for his research from the MRC but not for this particular research (he said that he will check this information out)

Both the Minister and Dr Gibson agreed that there should be more encouragements for the applications of funding to MRC on research into ME.

In conclusion, Dr Gibson thanked the members of the group for their support.  The door is now open, the timing of the inquiry is right.
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